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Attendance- Regular attendance and active participation in classroom activities are central to your child’s social and academic progress.  If your child will miss a day, please contact me or the elementary office to notify us of his or her absence.
Backpacks- Special messages will be sent home in your student’s backpack.  Please be sure to check for any messages daily.  

Birthdays- Birthdays are always a special occasion for kindergarteners.  We will celebrate students’ birthday either on their birthdays or on the school days nearest to their birthdays.  Students with summer birthdays will be able to celebrate their half birthdays.  If you wish to send a special treat on your child’s birthday, please select something that is store bought and individually packaged.
Book Order Catalogs- Your student will be given a monthly book order from Scholastic Books.  If you choose to make any purchases, please return the completed order form by the 15th of that month.  Any checks should be made payable to Scholastic Books.


Calendars- Every month, you will receive a calendar with dates of all the important kindergarten events.  For your own reference, it is recommended that you check the calendar regularly.


D’ Nealian – Kindergartners learn to print the letters of the alphabet using the D’Nealian font.  It is vital to your child’s success that you also use this style of font when working with your child to produce letters at home.
Email- You may contact me via email at jduberowski@isd547.com.  I check my email daily.  If for some reason you need an immediate response from me, please call the classroom at (218)338.4079  x334.

Fieldtrips- We celebrate the end of the school year with a fun and educational learning experience away from the classroom.  Parent chaperones are needed for the event.  Acting as a parent chaperone is a great way to get involved with your child’s school experience.  
Fire Drills- School-wide fire drills will be practiced regularly to familiarize students with emergency procedures.  Prior to any scheduled evacuations, we will practice and discuss the drill so kindergartners understand and are prepared for the situation.
Gym- We will have a daily gym class with Mr. Noga.  The children are asked to wear a pair of athletic shoes.  It is recommended that girls who wear dresses or skirts bring a pair of shorts or leggings to be worn during physical education.
Hands on Learning- Students learn best when they are actively engaged in their studies.  Interactive, hands-on learning activities present a fun and meaningful way for kindergarteners to learn and apply new concepts.  Our kindergarten students have the opportunity to learn from hands-on activities throughout every day. 
Independence-   It is my personal goal to nurture and lead students to become responsible and conscientious members of our school who think and act independently.

Journals- Journals are used to improve and enhance students’ beginning writing skills.  Frequent journaling helps students understand that printed letters convey meaning.
Kindness- All kindergartners are expected to exhibit kind and polite behavior in our school.  They must extend such behavior to all other members of our learning community including fellow students, teachers, volunteers, visitors and any other members of our learning team.

Library- Students have the opportunity to visit the school library regularly.  During their visit, Mrs. Cronk will read them a special story or show them an educational video.   The kindergartners will have the privilege of selecting a book to take home for the week.  Students must return their books prior to the next library visit in order to continue checking out books.
Literacy Centers- Literacy centers are designed to present students with exercises that strengthen and refine their reading and writing skills.  Time is designated to working at literacy centers each day.  During this time individual students or small groups work together to build letter and sound knowledge, proper habits of oral language expression, listening skills, letter formation knowledge, and rhyming skills.  In addition, students will benefit from the teamwork both academically and socially.
Mathematics- Our math curriculum focuses on creating experiences that foster number sense and promote an eagerness for the continued learning of mathematics.  In kindergarten, math is learned and practiced primarily through hands-on learning activities.

Newsletter- A classroom newsletter informing you of the week’s activities and curriculum will be sent home each week.  I hope to also make these newsletters available online.

Open Communication- Open and respectful communication is essential to creating and maintaining a healthy learning environment that nurtures growth and progress.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please let me know so we can collaboratively take action and promptly respond to your child’s special        situation!

Parties- There are three major parties each year—Fall, Winter, and Valentine’s Day.  We will host some other celebrations throughout the year, specifically, 50’s Day, The 100th Day of School, and Gingerbread House Day!

Questions- Because so many kindergarten families are new to the Parkers Prairie School, I again encourage you to contact me if you have any unanswered questions. Please feel free to call me at school, or you may also email me with any concerns you may have.
Reading- Reading makes a difference!  Please take time to read with your child as often as possible.

Recess- Kindergarten students have a thirty minute outdoor recess every day (weather permitting).  Any additional recesses will be granted at my discretion.  Because of our ranging weather conditions, it is important that your student is dressed appropriately for outdoors.
Restrooms- There is a private bathroom in the kindergarten room that students may use whenever necessary.  Two regular bathroom breaks are scheduled before lunch and at the end of the school day.  

Snacks- During a daily break time, students are able to have a snack.  Please send a healthy food that your child can eat quickly and neatly.  Milk is provided free of charge, so no beverages need to be supplied by you for your child’s snack. 


Treasure Chest- As a learning incentive, students are rewarded for special achievements, usually involving the mastery of a happy gram skill, with a small prize from the treasure chest.  If you have any new or lightly used trinkets that you would like to donate they would be greatly appreciated. 
Toys-    A wide variety of toys are available to students during free play.  Please refrain from sending any of your child’s toys from home to school.  This policy protects your child’s toys from being lost or damaged at or on the way to school.  Enjoy your toys at home!

Unique- Kindergarteners learn that they are special and unique.  Students have opportunities to describe how they are alike as well as how they are different from others.  They share their unique strengths and interests with each other to develop special bonds that extend far beyond the boundaries of the classroom and endure long after kindergarten is finished.

Visitors- Family and guest involvement in our learning community is warmly welcomed and encouraged.  However, to ensure student safety and security, ALL VISITORS are required to report to elementary office immediately upon arrival to school premises.

Writing Skills- We employ a progressive writing curriculum that begins with your student’s already emerging writing skills.  Throughout the year, you will see their skills and abilities increase and transform as they begin to create letters, words and sentences!

Xtra Clothes- Accidents happen in kindergarten.  Extra clothing is available to your child if he or she needs a fresh change of clothing for any reason.  If your student needs to borrow an item of clothing from the kindergarten room, please wash and return it promptly.

You- Please remember that YOU are your student’s greatest and most powerful teacher.  Please take an active role in your child’s education!

ZZZZs- Please ensure that your child gets sufficient sleep and comes to school well rested and ready to learn.  Perhaps, the best way to do this is to establish and enforce a practical bedtime.






