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Reading and Writing
Each year every classroom has a diverse group of learners. This year we will be
structuring our reading and writing programs to fit the needs of all learners inside
our classroom. This balanced literacy approach includes guided reading,
interactive reading, shared reading, interactive writing, shared writing, writing
workshop, and journaling. These reading and writing activities will be used across
the curriculum to teach the standards in science and social studies. This will be
very similar to the literature experience your child had in first grade.

Math
We will be using the Everyday Math series, which is another great program to help
us reach our math goals. The main focus of 2™ grade math is numeration,
operations and computations, geometry, measurement and reference frames,
patterns, functions, and algebra. The students will have a journal book that they
will work out of every day. This series also has some wonderful math games to
reinforce our skills. | will be sending home a couple of home-links each week for
your child to do as homework and return the next day. These home-links are for
you and your child to complete together.

Rocket Math is another program that | will be using to reinforce math facts.

This year our math block will be structured a little differently. Bill Wagner will be
teaching our Math block. This will occur at the end of every day for an hour and a
half. During this time, Mr. Wagner will focus completely on teaching math and
possibly a little science and social. We will collaborate together to provide a
strong foundation for your child.

Science
This year we will be focusing on a few units in science. The concepts we focus on
are rocks and minerals, states of matter, and numerous animals.




Our social studies curriculum will be taught with a variety of resources. We will
use guided reading books, social studies books, computers, and other media to
teach the ideas. Also, each child will be responsible for collecting 2 current
events per month to share with our class. Each month | will send out a calendar
with 2 days for your child to bring in news. The news can be from the radio,
television, newspaper, or a magazine. In the beginning your children will need help
picking out the news that is important to share. | do prefer that the event has
happened within the past 7 days. When your child has a current event, they will
write a reminder in their notebook and bring home a sheet to fill out with
questions such as who, what, where, when, and why.

Spelling
The spelling program our classroom will be using meets the individual needs of
each learner. Each week students will have an individualized spelling list that wi -
consist of words they have mastered in reading. Our goal in this program is for
students to use these words correctly in their every day writing and vocabulary,
as well as to discover relationships among words. Individual spelling lists will go
home at the end of the prior week. Students are encouraged to practice them at
home. Spelling tests are typically on Thursdays and new words are chosen and
sent home on Fridays.

Cursive
The class will be learning how to write all of the letters in cursive. We will be
reviewing manuscript this fall, and then moving into learning cursive this winter.

Star Student
Each week we will have someone new as the star student. | try to pick weeks for
everyone that is around his or her birthdays. This is a great time for your child to
shine in our classroom. During each child’s week, they can bring in pictures,
trinkets, and momentos. Please remember that we are not responsible for lost or
stolen items, if that should occur. Each child will explain to the class what they
brought to share with us.




Responsive Classroom
During my previous years in teaching, | have been trained in the Responsive
Classroom approach to management. The components that | use daily in my
classroom are morning meeting and rules and logical consequences. In addition,
each day students will be given 3 pennies. Each time they need to be talked to




