Mrs. Johnson -English 7
First Semester in 2011-2012
Room 202

Course Description

This course focuses on grammar, literature, composition, and spelling. Students are also required to earn 7.5 accelerated reader (AR) points per quarter. Students are encouraged to read books they will enjoy at grade level, but the books may not be lower than a fifth grade reading level. Students are given 15 minutes during 4th hour to read quietly.
Grammar Topics: Capitalization, Punctuation, the Sentence and its Parts, Sentence Structure, Nouns, Pronouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs, Preposition, Conjunctions, Interjections, & Verbals. Formal and/or informal assessments are given at the end of a grammar unit. The grammar book is Language Network by McDougall Littell.
Literature Genres to be covered: short story, Greek mythology, nonfiction & the novel, The Black Cauldron. The anthology literature book is Beyond the Window by Harcourt Brace & Company. Vocabulary lists consist of words from literature units and are assessed for comprehension at the end of the unit. Several types of assessments are used throughout a literature unit.
Composition: Students will be writing from prompts given at the beginning of class. 

They must write the date and prompt first; ZERO credit will be given if there is no date and/or prompt. They will answer the prompt by writing five complete sentences. They must use their best spelling, capitalization, punctuation, & grammar skills.  They will practice good handwriting so the teacher and fellow students can read what is written. Each entry is worth five points; this activity will be worth approximately one fifth of the final grade for first quarter. Students will also be writing one-page essays on literature topics. A rubric will be provided along with an assignment sheet. 
Spelling Tests:  Students are initially tested to determine on which of three spelling levels they will work. Twenty-five spelling words are given on a weekly basis.  Pretests are given on Mondays with final test given on Fridays. Spelling lists will be posted weekly on the teacher web page after the pretest. 
Evaluation: All grades are calculated on a percentage system based on total points possible. Each assignment, quiz, test or project is given a point value which varies according to the length and structure of the assessment. The final letter grade is computed according to the following scale: A to A- (92-100%), B+ to B- (83-91%), C+ to C- (74-82%), D+ to D- (65-73%), F/NC = below 65%.

Contact information: 

Susan Johnson

Phone: 218-338-6011, ext 202.

Email: sjohnson@pp.k12.mn.us
Conference times are available by appointment only.

